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Instructions for submitting an article to the Journal are clear
regarding who should be considered for authorship: “The
editors consider authorship to include all of the following: 1)
conception and design or analysis and interpretation of data,
or both; 2) drafting of the manuscript or revising it critically for
important intellectual content; and 3) final approval of the
manuscript submitted. Participation solely in the collection of
data does not justify authorship but may be appropriately
acknowledged in the acknowledgment section.”
With the increasing numbers of authors on manuscripts (1),
it is likely that some authors do not meet the criteria to be
considered as an author. Certainly, none of the following by
themselves constitute grounds for authorship: technical sup-
port, providing an assay, director of a laboratory, chief of the
division, paying for the study, typing the manuscript or con-
tributing patients to the study.
You can imagine how refreshing it was, therefore, to
receive a copy of the following letter from a senior faculty
member to a junior colleague regarding authorship. It has been
edited slightly to protect anonymity.
Dear :
Thank you for allowing me to review the manuscript. It
looks fine.
I would prefer it if you would remove my name from the
manuscript for two reasons. First, I had nothing to do with the
intellectual design/preparation of the paper, nor have I super-
vised any aspect of data collection. Simply because the studies
were performed in my laboratory does not constitute rights to
authorship in any journal that I am aware of. Thus, it would be
dishonest intellectually to include myself as an author. This is
the way that I was trained by people like —I would be a
disappointment to him and to myself if I included myself on this
paper.
Second, inclusion of my name on the paper may help the
paper get accepted (and I really doubt this point anyway);
however, it will only hurt your career in the long run. What you
may not realize is that you will be judged by the academic
community and the promotions committee by your ability to
conduct research in an independent manner. Having senior
investigators’ names on the paper when they don’t belong there
will only hurt you in the long run. Remember that you will be
judged not by individual papers, but by what you independently
contribute to the literature over the course of your career. Dr.
is your mentor and belongs on the paper. I simply
provided the supplies and the equipment and therefore do not
belong there.
I am flattered that you wish to include me on the paper.
However, you have to realize that at this stage in my career this
paper, although an important contribution, will not help me
since it is not in my field of endeavor. If it does not help me and
may hurt you, then the best thing to do is to remove myself from
the paper. On this point I think that you will agree.
Please rest assured that removing my name from the paper
will not abrogate the commitment of my laboratory to complet-
ing the work if revisions are necessary. I am happy to assist you
as a friend and colleague, as part of my commitment to the
Section of Cardiology, and as part of my university citizenship.
I am not one of those people who requires something back for
their help.
Best of luck with the paper . . . .
In a covering letter, the junior author rightly concluded that
this was “quite admirable” and could be considered “as a guide
for authorship in JACC.” I agree. The high road may be “the
road less traveled” that Robert Frost wrote about, but in the
end it will “make all the difference.”
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